
            Being a Geographer at Westcliff Primary Academy 

A Reception 
Geographer 

A Year 1 Geographer A Year 2 Geographer A Lower Key Stage 2 Geographer An Upper Key Stage 2 Geographer 
 

• Knows about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to places.  

• Looks closely for 
differences and 
similarities in their 
own environment.  

LOCATION KNOWLEDGE 
• I can name the four 

countries in the United 
Kingdom and locate them 
on a map. 

• I point to the equator, 
North and South Pole on 
an atlas and globe. 

• I explain where I live and 
tell someone my address. 
 

HUMAN AND PHYSICAL  
• I explain some of the main 

things that are in hot and 
cold places. 

• I explain the clothes that I 
would wear in hot and 
cold places. 

• I explain how the weather 
changes throughout the 
year and name the 
seasons. 

• I describe some of the 
features of an island.  
 

GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS 
• I use the directional 

vocabulary: near; far; left; 
right to explain the 
location of features or 
routes 

 
PLACE KNOWLEDGE 
• Link their homes with 

other places in their local 
community 

• Name, describe and 
compare familiar places 

LOCATION KNOWLEDGE 
• I name the seven 

continents of the world 
and locate them on a 
map.  

• I name the world’s five 
oceans and locate them 
on a map. 

• I name the capital cities 
of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. 
 

HUMAN AND PHYSICAL 
• I describe the key 

physical features of a 
place from a picture 
using words like beach, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, ocean, valley. 

• I explain the human 
facilities that a village, 
town and city may need 
and give reasons (offices, 
ports, farms, shops) 
 

GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS 
• I know the four main 

directions on a compass 
are North; East, South 
and West. 

 
PLACE KNOWLEDGE 
• Understand geographical 

similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human and 
physical geography of a 

LOCATION KNOWLEDGE 
• recognise the shapes of the continents 
• I find at least six cities in the UK on a map. 
• I name the capital city of at least six European 

countries. 
• I locate the Equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 

Capricorn, northern and southern hemispheres. 
• Identify where countries are within Europe 

 
HUMAN AND PHYSICAL 
• I locate and name some of the world’s most famous 

volcanoes. 
• I describe and understand the key aspects of 

volcanoes.  
• I describe and understand the key aspects of 

earthquakes.  
 

GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS 
• Use the 8 points of a compass and four figure grid 

references. 
• Make plans and maps using symbols and keys. 

 
PLACE KNOWLEDGE 
• Compare the physical and human features of a region 

of the UK and a region in a European country, 
identifying similarities and differences 

LOCATION KNOWLEDGE 
• I explain how time zones work and calculate time 

differences around the world. Identify the position and 
significance of latitude and longitude lines 

• Use an atlas to locate North and South America 
countries 
 

HUMAN AND PHYSICAL 
• I name and locate many of the world’s most famous 

mountainous regions. 
• I explain why most cities as situated by rivers. 
• I explain the course of a river. 
• I name and locate many of the world’s most famous 

rivers. 
• I name the largest desert in the world and locate desert 

regions in an atlas. 
 
GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS 
• I use some basic Ordnance Survey map symbols. 
• I use Ordnance Survey symbols and 6 figure grid 

references. 
• I collect and accurately measure information (e.g. 

rainfall, temperature, wind speed, noise levels etc). 
 

PLACE KNOWLEDGE 
• Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom and a region within North 
or South America 
 



 

 
 
 

small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting 
non-European country 

 


